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TU grad returns from combat
BY ERIK KIELISCH
STAFF WRITER
After a year of duty in Iraq,
U.S. Army medic and 2002
Taylor graduate Josh Peters
returned home to Muncie on
April 15.
Tears and hugs from family
and friends welcomed him
home at a celebration held at
his church, God's Freewill
Tabernacle, Saturday evening.
His loved ones thanked God
for his safe return because

he almost didn't make it
home alive.
In the time it took Josh to tie
an orange piece of plastic on
his bag to help him recognize
it later, he and his friend
lost their seats in the lead
Chinook helicopter headed to
Baghdad Airport.
They boarded the second helicopter for R&R and took off.
Outside of Fallujah, a missile
shot down the lead helicopter.
Their own helicopter violently landed in a field to avoid

other missiles. Peters, his
friend, and another soldier
ran to the downed chopper
to help the wounded. He
helped save the lives of around
half the crew.
Josh was a Christian Education
major at Taylor and wanted to
work with troubled youth, but
decided to join the military
after Sept. 11. His parents convinced him to finish his senior
year first.
"9/11 really struck a chord
in his heart, and he wanted to

be part of the effort," his mother said. "It was very difficult
for me."
He joined the Army a month
after graduating from Taylor,
and was assigned to the Third
Armored Division.
His parents encouraged him
to do something in the military
that would be useful outside it.
They were glad he became a
medic because he had always
been involved in ministry and
helping people.
Two weeks ago his parents

felt tremendous relief when
they heard he was returning to
the United States.
To welcome him home, they
drove to Fort Carson in
Colorado Springs, Colo. to
await his flight.
When they picked him out of
the crowd of other returning
soldiers, they stood, hugged
and cried for three minutes
without saying a word.
"It was a year's worth of emotions," his father said. "It was
emotionally a rough year."

Post-Saddam Iraq: Dr.
Hamid Al-Mondhiry speaks on
Wednesday. Story below.
Josh Peters: TU grad
escapes death. Story on page 3.
Peters is glad to be home, but
he's mindful of his role in the
military.
"A lot of stuff is going on
over there, and I kind of feel
like I should be there," he said.
"It's your job until it's completely done."

Mexico
team
holds
Dollar
Drive

AlMondhiry
explains
Iraqi
political
climate

Team attempts
to raise more
than $2000 by
requesting $1
from each person
in the Taylor
community

BY ERIK KIELISCH
STAFF WRITER

BY HEIDI BURKEY
STAFF WRITER
Can your dollar help buy an
orphanage?
The Mexico spring break
team will will make it possible
through next week's Dollar
Drive. The team encourages
Taylor students and faculty to
donate one dollar to help finish
a dormitory for an orphanage
in Mexico.
Three faculty members and
21 students spent spring break
serving with Back 2 Back
Missions
in
Monterrey,
Mexico. Team member Kristi
Yoder said they worked at three
different orphanages helping
to paint, install lights, build
shelving units and work on
other projects.
The orphanages still have a
lot of needs, Yoder said. One
need is $2,200 to finish building a dormitory for the older
boys at one of the orphanages.
"It was overwhelming to
see another five-to-seven-year
project on Back 2 Back's
hands," faculty leader Amy
Barnett said. "After they told
us it would cost $2,200 I realized that if our Taylor community gave one dollar apiece,
they could have a whole new
housing facility for the kids."
Taylor has over 1,875 students and 157 faculty members,
according to the Colleges of
Distinction Web site.
The Back 2 Back organization has volunteers who
come in weekly to work at the
orphanages, Barnett said.
"Time is an issue, but they
can't even complete the work
without the money, and one
dollar would make that much
difference," she said.
The group decided to host
the Dollar Drive following the
spring break chapel on April
26.
"We wanted to involve the
Taylor community in our
team's ministry and continue to
serve the Back 2 Back organization," Yoder said.
The team plans to wear their
Mexico T-shirts all week with a
dollar sign on the front to visually remind people to donate
money.
Members of the team will
collect money after chapel on
April 26 or money can be sent
in an envelope labeled
"Mexico" to Wengatz Hall.
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Senior Brandon Henderson teaches Lincoln Elementary students to identify street signs at a bicycle safety session on Saturday.
Taylor business students combined forces with Marion police to put on the special event.

Students organize bike safety day
BY ERIK KIELISCH
STAFF WRITER
Bicycle safety is important.
It's so important that Saturday
morning, five Taylor students
and the Marion police
department led a bicycle safety
and maintenance workshop at
Lincoln Elementary School
in Marion.
For two hours, Taylor students and Marion police officers taught 31 first through
fourth graders bicycle mainte-

More parents should get involved
because kids love bikes. It makes kids
aware so they stay on the sidewalk. If
they learn now, maybe it will stay with
them as they grow.
Marion resident and mother Janice McCool
nance, the meanings of road
signs and the best way to handle dangerous situations.
"Safety is important for kids
because [bicycles] are their

transportation and they need to
keep safe," Taylor junior
Alexandra Tsourikova said.
Taylor sophomore Rashel
Cary organized the workshop

for a Management Analysis
Practice class project and
because she wants kids to
ride safely.
Her team picked Lincoln
because they wanted to give
local children a chance to learn
bicycle maintenance and safety
and win a bicycle if they didn’t
have one.
Cary's team collected 10
donated bicycles for the workshop and gave them to the children in a random lottery. For
See ‘Bike’ page 2

TWO prepares to ‘Marvel:YC 2004’
BY JOHN MURPHEY
STAFF WRITER
Marvel: Youth Conference
2004 is about more than the
superheroes it's been advertising. It's about marveling at the
greatness of God. The theme
from this year's conference
comes from John 5:20, "For the
Father loves the Son and shows
Him all things that He himself
is doing; and greater works
than these will He show Him,
that you may marvel."
At Youth Conference 2004,
conference co-directors Dave
Mercier and Dawnielle Miller
want to help youth experience
that feeling.
"There are so many things
that we do nowadays, and none
of them make us marvel anymore," Dawnielle Miller said.
"Nothing causes us to stand and
wonder … except for Christ."
TWO holds the conference at
Taylor once a year to minister
to high school and junior high
youth through special speakers,
discussion groups, activities,
interaction with other students
and leadership from conference
volunteers. Activities will
include teaching sessions,

There are so
many things that
we do nowadays,
and none of them
make us marvel
anymore. Nothing
causes us to stand
and wonder …
except for Christ.

ing as small group leaders,
helping work games and Friday
night's concert, running the
cabinet and doing skits for the
evening sessions. About 200
students volunteered for the 48hour prayer ministry, and about
225 volunteers are housing visiting youth.
Sophomore Jason Redelman
is both housing students and

leading a small group.
"I think it's our responsibility
as Christians," Redelman said.
"I really do enjoy kids. We can
goof off and have a blast. We
don't worry about anything but
the kids and helping them have
a great time. I'm excited for this
chance to be used by God."
See ‘Marvel’ page 2

Dawnielle Miller,
youth conference
co-director

times of worship, human foosball games and karaoke. TWO
expects about 425 to 450 youth
to attend this year.
On Saturday evening there
will be a concert featuring popular contemporary Christian
artists John Rueben, Sanctus
Real, AM Drive, North of OK,
and local band Aleris. Justin
Clupper has been communicating with the bands and organizing the concert.
"I'm looking forward to the
work," Clupper said. "Just the
excitement of setting up a great
show for the kids."
Taylor students are volunteer-
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Volunteers sophomore Melissa Willard and junior Dusty
DiSanto construct the set for Marvel: Youth Conference 2004.

Iraqis now say life is hard, but
there is hope.
About a year ago, the United
States invaded Iraq leading up
to the current controversial
conflict.
Dr. Stephen Hoffmann, professor of political science
at Taylor, invited his Iraqiborn friend Dr. Hamid AlMondhiry to speak at Taylor
on Wednesday.
Al-Mondhiry, professor
of medicine at the Penn
State University College of
Medicine, spoke to a full
Whitaker Auditorium about
his impressions of postSaddam Iraq.
He left Iraq in 1980 when
Saddam took power, swearing
not to return as long as Saddam
ruled. When the United States
deposed Saddam last year, he
eagerly joined a United Statessponsored team of doctors who
went to Iraq in February to start
rebuilding the country's devastated healthcare system.
After four days with the
team, he stayed in Baghdad
for 10 days observing postSaddam Iraq.
Al-Mondhiry opened his talk
by summarizing the Iraqi
See ‘Iraq’ page 2

Sophomore
The Taylathon tradition will not
die this year.
Although the sophomore men
had trouble recruiting their
team, 10 riders attended practice on Monday morning,
exceeding the necessary six,
according to sophomore team
member John Murphey.
Since Monday, two team
members dropped out, bringing the team total to eight.
Murphey knew about the lagging team numbers a few
weeks ago, but felt others
would step up to the Taylathon
challenge. When no one did,
he decided to join the team.
Other team members didn’t know how to get involved
until just before last week’s
Echo article ran. Sophomore
team member John Burtness
knew he wanted to do
Taylathon, but didn’t know
where to sign up.
Even though he signed up
before the article ran, Burtness
felt the article gave the sophomore men the incentive they
needed to form a team.
With Taylathon a week away,
the sophomore men are in high
spirits.
“It should be a good ride,”
Burtness said. “Should be a fun
time.”
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Stackhouse challenges gender roles
BY AARON SHAPIRO
STAFF WRITER
Taylor's Visiting Christian
Scholars Program kicked off
this week with speaker Dr. John
Stackhouse, Jr., a distinguished
theologian and philosopher
from
Regent
College.
Stackhouse titled his lecture
series "A New Paradigm on
Gender: Both Sides Are Rightand Wrong."
Pastor Randy Gruendyke
interviewed Stackhouse during
After Hours on Sunday night,
and Stackhouse addressed the
campus four times in the next
three days. Stackhouse discussed theology and his own
controversial views on a
woman's role in the church and
in the home. He leaned toward
the egalitarian (feminist) view
in promoting total equality of
women in church leadership
and in marriage relationships.
The Taylor community is
divided over the issue of gender roles, and the responses
to Stackhouse varied, with
many disagreeing with him on
some points.
"I thought philosophically
and sociologically he made
very good points, but as far as
his interpretation of the Bible

It's an opportunity to try problems
that challenge my
way of thinking.
It helps me see
what my education is doing for
me.

Shawn Burford,
junior

exegetically, I just wasn't
impressed," senior Jeremy
Otten said. "He tried to back
things up with the Bible, but it
just didn't seem like all of his
points connected."
"I didn't necessarily agree
with all his points," junior Erik
Wolgemuth added. "I feel like
he used a lot of cultural arguments instead of the Bible and I
would have liked to hear him
go through more passages of
scripture and how they relate to
men and women."
Despite some disagreement
with Stackhouse's arguments,
most people were pleased
with his presentation for the
critical thinking it encouraged

New Hebrew
program starts
next year
BY BRAD KLAVER
STAFF WRITER
In the fall, the biblical studies
department at Taylor will begin
a new Hebrew program,
expanding the current twosemester program into four
semesters.
Students who anticipate going
to seminary can get a head start
by taking a biblical language as
undergraduates, according to
Michael Harbin, professor and
chair of the department of biblical studies, Christian education, and philosophy.
"Many students test out of a
year or more of Hebrew in
seminary from studying the
language at Taylor," Harbin
said. "We want to adequately
prepare students who might go
on to study somewhere after
Taylor, and studying the language opens up other opportunities as well."
Although taking a language
such as Hebrew is not required
for acceptance into seminary,
learning Hebrew increases
one's ability to interact with the
Old Testament as a serious
source of theological thinking,
Professor Richard Smith said.
"Language has been employed
as a media for God to reveal
himself," Smith said. "I look
forward to being able to
engage in high-quality dialogue
[with students] about what the
Bible says."
Smith, Hebrew professor at
Taylor for the past two years,
plans to continue teaching the
language in the new program.
"I have studied Hebrew for 10
years now," Smith said. "One
good thing about studying
Hebrew is that it forces you to
read [the Bible] slower."
Smith is the most recent grad-

uate of higher education in the
department and has great
strength and knowledge in the
Hebrew language, Harbin said.
"The addition of a foursemester Hebrew program is a
long time coming," Harbin
said. "We have wanted to do
this for at least a decade. After
a department review team
strongly suggested that we do
this, we took the necessary
steps to create the class."
The steps included review by
a curriculum management team
and approval by the department.
The Hebrew program needed
an expansion because the current Hebrew classes cover a lot
of material for two semesters,
Harbin said.
Harbin and his colleagues
decided to add two more
semesters because of a recommendation from the department
review and numerous inquiries
made by incoming students
wanting to use Hebrew as their
language, he said.
The new structure of Hebrew
courses will mirror the current
Greek language curriculum,
according to Harbin. The
Hebrew courses will teach classical Hebrew, syntax and Old
Testament translation.
Harbin said the curriculum
for the first year will focus on
basic grammar and reading,
while the second year will
enhance those skills.
"Students will be taught
classical Hebrew but will feel
comfortable with modern
Hebrew as well," Harbin said.
"The slowed pace makes the
class more student-friendly."
For more information about
Hebrew courses, contact the
biblical studies office, Harbin
or Smith.

on campus.
"I appreciate the hard work
that Dr. Stackhouse put into his
presentation," Gruendyke said.
"I am also grateful for the kind
and thoughtful way that he
delivered each talk and
answered every question. Even
though Dr. Stackhouse and I
come to different conclusions
on this matter, the conversations surrounding these talks
have been provocative and
challenging."
Stackhouse did a good job
of approaching the subject
with humility and recognizing
that there are many sides to
the issue, according to Olson
Hall Discipleship Coordinator
Kelsey Holloway.
"I feel like college is a really
important time for you to evaluate and think about and own
your own beliefs, and I think it
was very valuable for him to
come and talk about this topic,
because maybe you grew up in
a certain tradition and this is
just a time for us to maybe realize that issues that we think are
very dogmatic, maybe aren't as
cut and dry as we might think,"
she said.
"As with any speaker, myself
included, I hope students
follow the example of the

Bereans who, '[examined] the
Scriptures daily, to see whether
these things were so' (Acts
17:10-11)," Gruendyke said.
Gruendyke said a committee
of six faculty members, including himself, is in charge of the
Visiting Christian Scholars
Program. Dr. Andy Whipple,
chairman of the committee,
invited Stackhouse to speak.
The purpose of the program
is to bring in recognized scholars in different fields to address

the community.
"I think that's really cool to
bring in big-name people and
people who are experts in their
field," Wolgemuth said. "There
have been speakers from
churches in Chicago that I've
never heard of that had a profound impact on me as well,
but I appreciate the fact that
there is an effort to go after
experts and people who are
well-versed in what they are
talking about."

Iraq
Al-Mondhiry speaks to
Taylor students.
From page 1
people's ancient history, rich
culture and strategic geography.
Iraq has been invaded many
times, and has had many
oppressive rulers.
"You can't be naïve to think
that the United States only went
in to liberate the Iraqis," AlMondhiry said. "It was to kill
Saddam Hussein. Since we
also wanted that, it was a happy
coincidence."
During his 10 days in Baghdad,
he walked the streets speaking
with Iraqis and learning what
they think about the United
States occupation.
"Iraqis were very happy to be
rid of Saddam," he said. "But
what now? There's chaos, war,
violence, and lack of services.
Is that an acceptable price for
getting rid of Saddam? Many
people told me, 'Yes.' They
said, 'With Saddam, there was
no hope at all.'"
Though Iraqis are optimistic
now that Saddam is gone, they
don't want to be occupied by
another country; but that isn't
the main reason for the insurgency, he said.

Marvel
Annual Youth Conference
arrives at Taylor with
speaker Jeffrey Dean from
Nashville, Tenn.
From page 1
Miller reminds every Taylor
student that it is not too late to
help out in some way.
"I encourage them to get
involved," Miller said. "They
can come to the sessions and
see their fellow students."
Miller said what she most
desires from the student body
is prayer.
"You can do it from your
dorm room," she said. "Most of
all pray for the 50-plus youth

Taylor’s Opera Theatre
Seniors Stephen
Becker and
Heather Morrow
perform last
Saturday in the
Recital Hall for
the music
department’s
production of
The Magic Flute.
The department
puts on an
Opera production each year as
part of the
Opera
Workshop.
Photo by Matt Wissman
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Dr. John Stackhouse, Jr., a distinguished theologian and
philosopher from Regent College, speaks in chapel on Monday.

Photo by Katy Mann

Dr. Hamid Al-Mondhiry of Penn State University tells Taylor
students of his experiences in post-Saddam Iraq. The political
science department organized the lecture.

Most of the insurgents and
fighters are from a small, radical group of Iraqis that do not
represent Iraq, according to AlMondhiry. A lot of them are
either the remnant of Saddam's
supporters or people from
neighboring countries that are
trying to take advantage of the
chaos, he said.
After the presentation, he
answered questions from students and faculty.
Al-Mondhiry hoped he
helped students better underleaders that come in for the
conference who pour their
hearts and souls into the kids.
We want them to feel loved
through the weekend."
Miller also encouraged Taylor
students to seek out the
visiting youth leaders and offer
them words of welcome and
encouragement.
The guest speaker for the
weekend is Jeffrey Dean
from Nashville, Tenn. Dean
graduated from Belmont
University and is committed to
traveling the country ministering to youth. He will teach sessions in the Rediger Chapel
Friday and Saturday evenings
and Sunday morning.
Miller wants this to be a
memorable weekend in the
lives of the youth that attend.
"[John 5:20] is talking about
Jesus doing something miraculous," Miller said. "[Christ] is
saying that we will marvel
at even greater things. We
will marvel over his crucifixion. Through the weekend,
these high school kids will
encounter Christ and that will
make them marvel."

stand the current conflict and
the history of Iraq.
"I gained a new perspective
on the situation in Iraq," senior
Angie Qualey said. "I gained
a deeper understanding of …
the severity of the health crisis
in Iraq."
"I liked the first-person perspective," sophomore Ryan
Fuoss said. "A lot of the times
when I watch CNN or read the
paper, I wonder at the accuracy.
It's good to hear from someone
who was actually there."

Bike
Business students
organize bike day for
Marion kids as part of a
class project. It was held
at Lincoln Elementary
school with the help of
local police officers.
From page 1
those who didn't get a bicycle,
the team gave away helmets,
water bottles and bicycle locks.
To begin the workshop, Cary
split the children into three
groups and rotated them
through three workstations in
Lincoln's parking lot.
Marion's only bicycle patrol
officer, Mike Carpenter, taught
maintenance techniques at the
first station. He checked for
loose parts on the children's
bicycles and made sure every
part worked correctly.
"This is a super gig … I love
kids," he said. "It's great of
Taylor students to pick this as
their service project, especially
in Marion."
At the second station, junior
Ryan Jones taught bicycle
safety and gave a bicycle safety
manual to each child. He
also taught them bicycle and
road laws.
"I wanted to teach them how
to enjoy the bike and have fun
while riding safe," Jones said.
At the final station, senior
Brandon Henderson set up
cones that the children rode
through and taught them what
to do in simulated situations.
Both children and parents
liked the workshop.
"More parents should get
involved because kids love
bikes," Marion resident Janice
McCool said.
"It makes
kids aware so they stay on the
sidewalk. If they learn now,
maybe it will stay with them as
they grow."
Bicycle safety is important to
McCool because her 9-year-old
daughter, Tela, rides her bike in
their alley.
"I like it because it's learning
about bikes and safety so when
we're riding, we don't get hit by
a car," Tela said.
After the stations, junior
Jason Miller helped the officers
register every bicycle the children brought or won. No one
took a bicycle from Lincoln
until an officer registered it.
"We have a big problem with
[bicycle] theft," patrol officer
Jason Christopher said. "A lot
of people are stealing them and
re-selling them."
If someone steals a registered
bicycle, the police can return it
to its owners. Otherwise, the
bicycles become city property
and the city auctions them.

Marvel: Youth Conference 2004 Schedule
Friday, April 23
5:00-7:00 Registration -- Rediger Chapel
5:00-6:30 Dinner -- Dining Commons
7:00 Session 1 -- Rediger Chapel
9:00-9:45 Small Groups
10:00 Extravaganza in the Gym
Saturday, April 24
8:00 Breakfast with youth group
9:00 Session 2 -- Rediger Chapel
10:30 Small groups
11:10 Workshop 1
12:10 Workshop 2
1:00 Lunch -- Dining Commons
1:45-3:15 Extravaganza Deuce -- behind the Dining Commons
3:45 Guy-Girl Session
5:00 Dinner -- Dining Commons
6:00 Session 3 -- Rediger Chapel
7:20 Small Groups
7:50 Concert in the Gym
Sunday, April 25
8:30-9:15 Breakfast -- in front of Rediger Chapel
9:15 Session 4 -- Rediger Chapel
11:00 Small Groups
11:30 Lunch -- Dining Commons
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Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example
for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.
- I Timothy 4: 12

Tsai one of youngest in orchestra league
BY ASHLEY SMITH
STAFF WRITER
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Trumpeter and senior Jeff Tsai will join the Orchestra
Management Fellowship of the American Symphony
Orchestra, making him one of the youngest ever accepted.

Senior Jeff Tsai’s recent acceptance into the Orchestra
Management Fellowship of the
American Symphony Orchestra
League makes him one of the
youngest ever accepted into
the program.
“The music department faculty is very proud of Jeff and
what he has accomplished by
winning this fellowship,”
music department chair Albert
Harrison said. “He has worked
very diligently to prepare himself to be a leader in the fine
arts world.”
Tsai described the program as
a “fast track training program
for future executives.” The
program is a yearlong opportu-

nity for participants to hold
management positions in different orchestras. They handle
marketing, public relations,
budget, time management and
other responsibilities. Each
member begins in Aspen,
Colo., before branching out
into assignments all over the
country.
Those interested must endure
a vigorous application process.
Out of the many applicants
from across the United States,
the fellowship chose only 18
to fly to New York for a formal
interview. From those 18, the
fellowship chose three to
participate in the program —
Tsai who plays the trumpet was
one of them.
“[I applied] not really expecting or hoping even to get called

back for the finals at this point
in time,” Tsai said. “But the
doors swung open the first time
around so I feel very blessed.”
After hearing about the fellowship two years ago, Tsai
began to pursue it.
“I’ve always wanted to be
involved with the music industry somehow,” Tsai said. “This
gives me an opportunity to
focus on what I love to do,
focus on the music, and at the
same time providing leadership
in the business.”
While most participants have
been working in the field for a
couple of years or have just finished their graduate work, Tsai
received the honor of joining
the fellowship right out of
undergraduate school.
“Just looking at everything

statistically it made no sense
why I was selected,” Tsai said.
“I credit it all to God.”
Tsai has interned with the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
and the Ravinia Music Festival
in Highland Park, Ill., a suburb
of Chicago. He also worked in
Grant County with the Marion
Philharmonic Orchestra.
Tsai expects the fellowship to
give him valuable experience
and knowledge as he pursues
an ultimate goal of becoming
the executive director of a large
orchestra.
“I think of [this program] as
a calling of God. This is pretty
much the highest hopes I could
have had for what I would do
after graduation,” Tsai said. “I
really see this as something I
am meant to do.”

Friesens serve in
mission in Upland
BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
STAFF WRITER
ew people think of Upland,
F
Ind. as a mission field. But
for Gary and Janet Friesen,

who served 12 years in the
Philippines, serving in Upland
is just as important as
being overseas.
“We feel as called here to
Upland as we felt called to the
Philippines,” Gary said.
The Friesens are involved at
Taylor as Janet works in the
development office as assistant
to the director of stewardship
and scholarship, while Gary
works in the ETC as the director of academic technology.
Missions have always been a
significant part of the Friesens’
lives. Both were born and
raised overseas as missionary
kids, Gary in Japan and Janet in
Taiwan. Gary was later
involved in Venture for Victory,
a sports outreach founded by
Taylor coach Don Odle. He
estimated he was on at least 15
teams that traveled throughout
Africa and Asia. After getting
married, the Friesens moved to
Manila, Philippines, to teach at
Faith Academy, an international Christian school. Since
returning to the States in 1996,
they’ve
continued
their
involvement with missions. For
instance, Gary has traveled to
Honduras three times with
teams
from
Upland
Community Church.
“Having both grown up
overseas, we feel uniquely prepared to be a part of this kind of
work,” Janet said.
The couple’s most recent
trip was in February when they
went to Turkey. They have
close friends in business there
who were undergoing a difficult transition period. Upland
Community asked the Friesens
to visit their friends to give
them some much-needed
encouragement.
“We needed to be a friend [to
them] because they were without friends at the moment,”
Janet said. “It was worth
every moment.”
Since they had never been to
Turkey before, the Friesens
also took the opportunity to go
sight-seeing and experience the
culture. They were only there
for five days, but had time to
visit Turkish baths, enjoy
Turkish cuisine and shop in the
marketplace. The country had
just experienced its largest
snowfall in many years, so the
pair saw adult Turkish men
having a snowball fight.
“The people were very friendly and warm,” Janet said.
“They were so excited about us
learning about their country.”
The couple joked that they
returned from Turkey millionaires, since one million Turkish
lira is worth about 80 cents.
Gary and Janet noticed a distinct Western influence in
the people’s dress and their
high standard of living.
There was also a greater
diversity in appearances than
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We feel as called
here to Upland as
we felt called to
the Philippines.
Gary Friesen,
director of academic
technology in the ETC
they expected.
“Being in different cultures,
usually [Americans] stick out.
But nobody stared at us … we
didn’t feel like a spectacle,”
Janet said.
As Turkey is a Muslim country, they saw many mosques
and women wearing religious
head coverings.
For now, the Friesens do not
plan to return to long-term missions. The family is very
involved in Upland and at
Taylor. Their son Neal is a junior at Taylor and their daughter
Arlene is a freshman. Their
younger daughter, Carla,
attends Eastbrook High School.
Despite being back in the
United States, the Friesens are
still active in missions.
“It has been really fulfilling
to be involved in short-term
missions,” Gary said.
They have enjoyed encouraging friends who are back
from the mission field and
opening their home to missionary kids in the area. Missions
are never far from their minds.
“We have a heart for the
lost,” Gary said.
The Friesens gave some
words of advice for Taylor students planning to pursue missions. Both emphasized the
importance of getting involved
in a local church that will be a
source of support in the future.
“The people who know you
will be the ones who really pray
for you,” Janet said.
And both believe it is essential to have a solid relationship
with the Lord before pursuing
foreign missions.
“Your relationship with the
Lord needs to be strong here
before facing tests overseas,”
Janet said.
“What you’re not doing here,
you’re not going to do over
there, either,” Gary added.
God’s guidance is another
important element for missions.
“Be accepting and content
when he tells you where he
wants you to be,” Janet said.
“Sometimes he may want
you in the States, and that’s
okay too.”
No matter where one is called
to serve, they said, missions
should be a Christian’s
central focus.
“Every one of us needs to
have a missionary mindset; if it
is not applied overseas, it
should be applied locally,”
Gary said.
The Friesens feel God has
called them to Upland and they
want to be available for his use
in the community. They have
seen the large range of opportunities available in missions and
have participated in a number
of them. They encourage
Taylor students to do what God
called their family to many
years ago.
“Don’t be afraid to go ahead
and take a leap of faith,”
Janet said.

Photos by Ashley Smith

Above: 2002 Taylor graduate Josh Peters is greeted by friends and family at God’s Freewill Tabernacle in Muncie on Saturday
after his return from Iraq. A month after graduation, Peters joined the U.S. Army. He served for a year before coming home.
Below: Children from the church made Peters colorful, hand-drawn cards for his welcome home celebration.

TU alum returns from Iraq
BY ERIK KIELISCH
STAFF WRITER

A

n orange piece of plastic blew across the Iraqi flight
line. Josh Peter’s friend snatched it up and gave it to Peters
who tied it onto a black backpack to distinguish it from
the others.
“Thank you God for that orange piece of plastic,” Tim Peters
said later.
It may have saved his son’s life.
On Nov. 2, while the 2002 Taylor graduate and U.S. Army
medic was tying the plastic on his bag, he lost his seat on the lead
Chinook helicopter that was leaving for Baghdad Airport. He
boarded the second helicopter instead.
In the air, Josh saw a missile shoot up and fly past. Suddenly,
his helicopter began a corkscrew spin downward and thudded into
a field near Fallujah, Baghdad.
Moments later, he saw the lead Chinook crash nearby and
bounce a couple times before settling.
With bullets flying, Josh and two other soldiers raced for the
downed Chinook.
When he reached what was left of the helicopter and looked
inside, instinct took over, and he immediately began administering
aid to the wounded.
“You don’t think,” he said. “You just do what has to be done.”
While he worked, the soldiers in his Chinook laid down suppressive fire until the enemy stopped shooting.
Approximately half of the downed chopper’s crew survived.
In a Chicago hotel room that same day, Tim Peters was watching television.
“Oh no,” he thought, as the ticker on the bottom of the screen
said two Chinook helicopters carrying soldiers leaving for R&R
were shot down.
He knew Josh was taking a helicopter to Baghdad Airport where
he would leave to go on R&R. Quickly, he turned the television
off so his wife didn’t see it.
At 3 p.m. his cell phone rang. Josh’s commanding officer was
on the other end. Tim’s breathing and heart seemed to stop.
The officer told Tim that Josh had been on one of the helicopters but was safe. Only then did Tim tell his wife what happened.
Josh first made up his mind to join the military after Sept. 11.
His parents convinced him to finish his senior year at Taylor first.
A month after graduation, he joined the U.S. Army.
“You knew he was going, but the toughest part was when you
hugged goodbye,” Tim said of his son's deployment to Iraq.
“There was this feeling of, ‘This could be the last time you will see
your son,’ and that was rough, but that's where we had to fall back
again on Psalm 91.”
Psalm 91 became a rallying point for both Josh and his parents.
Every day he was in Iraq, his parents prayed for him, using words
from the Psalm such as “[God’s] faithfulness will be your shield
and rampart. You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow
that flies by day.”

You never know if you’re really going
to make it. So many people … you talk
to them one minute and the next
they’re not alive anymore. You try not
to get your hopes up.
Josh Peters
In Iraq, Josh thought of coming home every day.
“You never know if you’re really going to make it,” Josh said.
“So many people … you talk to them one minute and the next
they’re not alive anymore. You try not to get your hopes up.”
A year of duty is over, and Josh is now home.
At his welcome home party Saturday evening, friends stood in
line to hug him and children from the church gave him colorful,
hand-drawn cards.
He finds it difficult to talk about the helicopter crashes, and he
doesn’t expect or want his friends to understand his experiences.
Earlier in the week, his mother, said to him, “As your mother I wish I could get inside your head and wash all of the bad memories away.”
“I don’t wish that,” Josh said.
Both his parents continually thank God that their son came back,
while so many other parents have lost their children to the Iraq war.
Tim doesn’t know how to explain why some Christian families
believe, pray and hope, yet don’t see their sons again.
“You have this reserved appreciation for God for what He’s
done,” Tim said. “It makes us thank God all the more.”
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“It is the duty of every citizen according to his best capacities to give validity to his convictions in political affairs.”
-Albert Einstein

Thoughts on gay
marriage: part four

Christians need
role in politics

T

oo many
As a Christian, a
Christians
student of histohave
a
ry and a local
love/hate relaelected official,
tionship with polI've seen firstitics that excludes
hand the inabililove from the
ty of public poliequation.
cy to solve the
Perhaps this
problems arising
can be attributed
from sin. Take
BY MIKE ROW
to their rememPresident Lyndon
UEST COLUMNIST
G
brance of the
B.
Johnson's
failed marriage between Church Great Society programs, for
and State, which resulted in cen- instance.
turies of European religious
As the most unworthy of
wars and the Inquisition, among Christ's followers, even I can see
other disasters.
the folly of President Johnson's
Or maybe it's that they view promise to eliminate poverty,
politics as the worldliest of all when I consider the words of the
endeavors and therefore avoid Savior himself who said, "The
participating in public affairs for poor shall always be with you."
fear of a potential ideological
As a student of history, I can't
invasion of their world view.
help but contemplate the $5 trilThen again, it could be that lion spent on anti-poverty prothey feel that taking a public grams since the Johnson
position on the great issues of Administration and our tragic
the day will somehow hurt failure as a nation to reach this
their witness.
utopian objective.
This begs the question: Should
As a local elected official, I'm
members of the Body of forced to deal with the unintendChrist become involved in the ed consequences of President
body politic?
Johnson's well-intentioned pubAside from Scripture, there is lic policy efforts to eliminate
no better place to search for an poverty (i.e., three and four conanswer to this question than his- secutive generations on welfare,
tory, where the record reveals skyrocketing out-of-wedlock
the outcomes of Christian partic- birthrates and criminality, all of
ipation in the Public Square and which are all too often subsithe lack thereof.
dized by the government).
Consider, if you will, the
In short, I've learned that pubimpact that Christian humanists lic policy is simply unable to
had on two of the great issues of solve the social problems that
the past: slavery and civil rights. result from the age-old human
Were it left up to non-Christians, dilemma of sin. And, that when
slavery would more than likely this truth is forgotten, even the
be an economic institution in the best intentioned public policy
West to this day and civil rights typically exacerbates the social
would have probably been limit- problem(s) that it was designed
ed to Dr. King's dreams. to alleviate.
Clearly, history reveals that
With this in mind, it is imperChristians combining faith and ative to the well-being of believworks were the driving force in ers and non-believers alike that
the abolishment of slavery and thinking Christians play a role in
the civil rights movement.
the public policy process.
Now, reflect on the approxiI don't have all of the answers
mately 75 million people who and, if I said I did, you should be
have thus far been murdered in very, very afraid of me. But I do
Communist China, the 50 mil- believe this: God's world is a
lion people who lost their lives more tolerable place when His
in the former Soviet Union and truth is reflected through the
the millions who died as a result lives of His people.
of aggression in Nazi Germany,
Therefore, since politics play
Pol Pot's Cambodia, Mussolini's such a significant role in God's
Italy, Hussein's Iraq, etc. No creation, I believe it safe to condoubt, these atrocities serve as a clude that members of the Body
reminder to believers that they of Christ should actively engage
need to carefully consider how the body politic.
the Church of Jesus Christ
Not in pursuit of an ideologishould act to prevent such hor- cally inspired utopia, but to
rors from happening in the future. share the Gospel through the
This is not to say that a perfect prayerful defense of what we
world is possible under know to be true.
Christian leaders. Nor is this an Michael E. Row is the director of
advocacy for a theocracy. campus safety, assistant profesRather, this short essay is intend- sor at Taylor University and
ed as a call for Christian pru- vice president of the Grant
dence in the Public Square.
County Council.
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Opinions

I

n the previous three
installments of this series I
argued that the Christian's
only promising recourse to gay
marriage is distinctly theological. Only on biblical grounds
can we build a plausible argument against gay marriage. But
to make such an argument is
seen as intolerant and a violation of religious liberty. We
have reached the point in our
nation's history where public
discussions of morality must be
conducted without any appeal
to religion or theology. And for
this reason I expect that the biblical view on gay marriage will
not prevail in this culture. In
this final installment I want to
make some general observations about the moral trajectory
of American culture.
The issue of gay marriage is
but a symptom of broader cultural trends. One of these is the
marginalization of religion in
American culture. What used to
be regarded as legitimate integrations of faith and public life
are increasingly regarded as
oppressive and intolerant (and
often as violations of the
Establishment Clause of the
Constitution). We are witnessing the gradual secularization
of our culture; our nation's once
Christian ethos is degenerating
into paganism before our eyes.
The wide acceptance of homosexual lifestyle is only one
dimension of this broad cultural shift.
This is not news to most of us,
but what this bodes for our
future as Americans is no less
distressing. If current legal
trends continue, Christian
schools like Taylor will face
unprecedented forms of institutional persecution, as they are
forced to choose between tolerating homosexual behavior
among its students, faculty, and
staff on the one hand and losing
federal funding (e.g., student
loans, scholarships, research
grants, etc.) on the other. More
ominously, schools like ours
might eventually face federal
censure for using religious faith
as a criterion for employment.
Thus the dilemma appears on

BY JIM SPIEGEL
GUEST COLUMNIST

What used to be
regarded as legitimate
integrations of faith
and public life are
increasingly regarded
as oppressive and
intolerant (and often
as violations of the
Establishment Clause
of the Constitution).
the horizon: maintain Taylor's
Christian distinctive and risk
institutional financial ruin or
opt for financial security and
surrender our Christian commitment. I, for one, believe the
latter approach would be both
foolish and faithless, and I trust
that most of my colleagues
would concur. Only time, as
they say, will tell, but we would
do well to process these issues
sooner rather than later.
As weighty as this issue is to
us, it is but a parochial aspect of
the larger issue of the Church's
response to America's slide into
paganism. How are we to
respond? As I see it, two contrasting answers to this question present themselves. One
calls for organized political
efforts to stem this cultural
drift. A champion of this
approach is legal scholar
Robert Bork who, in his 1996
book Slouching Towards
Gomorrah, recommends "an
energetic, optimistic, and politically sophisticated religious
conservatism" as the best antidote. One wonders if, eight
years on, he is still hopeful
about this option.

The other approach is for
Christians to focus less on beating back paganism politically
and to emphasize preserving
our own faith communities,
specifically by reinforcing our
moral-spiritual commitments
and resisting pressures (especially financial ones) to make
concessions to our culture.
This is the approach advocated
by Alasdair MacIntyre two
decades ago in his (now seemingly prophetic) book After
Virtue. MacIntyre advised that
we follow the path of
Christians during the Dark
Ages: going underground. He
warns that, as was the case in
the first millennium of the
Christian era, this might be the
only way to keep moral order
alive as Western civilization
(again) declines.
As I reflect on the gay marriage debate and other disturbing cultural trends, I find
myself increasingly sympathetic with MacIntyre's approach.
But let me make this clear: this
is not a recommendation for
civic apathy. On the contrary,
Christians must maintain strong
and energetic civic and political
involvement. Yet one need not
be a political scientist to gauge
the long-term prospects of such
efforts, nor a futurist or cultural
studies expert to see the challenges that lie before us. In the
years ahead it will likely
become very hard to be a
Christian in this country.
Indeed, we might face forms of
persecution once thought
inconceivable in America. So
let us count the cost, both as
individuals and as an institution. Let us recommit ourselves
to morally serious, counter-cultural Christian living. And let us
abide in this hope: We are in
the hands of a sovereign God
who is in the business of
redemption. Christianity saved
Western culture once. Do we
have any reason to doubt that
the verities of our faith—or better, the God in whom we
trust—can do it again?
Jim Spiegel is a professor of
philosophy and religion and
Taylor University.

Who are these people?
Segregated proms taking
place in the South

F

ifty years ago, the
Supreme Court of the
United States issued a
new precedent in Brown v.
Board of Education, stating that
separate but equal facilities
for Caucasians and African
Americans were unconstitutional. It's too bad some states
haven't changed policies from
this ruling.
Is this really true? Do states
still stubbornly refuse to
enforce integration among students because of racial prejudices? Unfortunately this is still
the case in Georgia.
In Butler, Ga., a rural city 150
miles south of Atlanta, segregated proms have returned. Last
year, Taylor County High
School made progress. For the
first time in 31 years, there was
a single, integrated prom, not
restricted to one race, but all.
However, whites in the school
this year have re-instituted a
separate prom, where other
races are neither invited nor
allowed. There are 439 students
in the Taylor school district.
Two hundred and thirty-two
African-American students will
be excluded from the prom
based on race. On the flip side,
blacks in the district are holding
their separate prom, except they
are inviting all races.
It is extremely disappointing
that such discrimination from
whites still continues 50 years

BY ANDERS HELQUIST
OPINIONS EDITOR

What are our
prejudices against
other groups or
persons at Taylor
University? Does a
Sammy guy internally
sneer at the thought of
associating with
someone from
Wengatz, or vice a
versa?
after the Brown decision and
almost 140 years since the end
of the Civil War.
One would hope that after such
a long period of segregation,
people would get over their
prejudices. If only they could
beat the historical curse associated with the South's cessation
from the United States and overcome stubbornness, then perhaps there would be greater
community and healing.

So what does the leader of the
state do to promote integration
at the prom?
Nothing.
Apparently, there is the desire
to remain stuck in bigoted traditions. Governor Sonny Perdue
says that he is disappointed in
the decision, but it is the decision of the students if they want
to have separate proms. Is there
no way in which he could
attempt to change this discriminatory policy? Isn't it time to
emerge from the shell of racial
hatred?
Is there something that can be
gleaned from this event over
1,000 miles from our campus?
Let's take a quick look.
What are our prejudices
against other groups or persons
at Taylor University? Does a
Sammy guy internally sneer at
the thought of associating with
someone from Wengatz, or vice
a versa? Perhaps certain cliques
of people distance themselves
from others on campus.
Am I suggesting that we should
live in a utopian society where
we all dismiss each other's differences? No. However, we
should attempt to display
Christ's love to neighbors
and strangers.
If we can then spread this love
to others outside of our community, then perhaps the walls of
prejudice and injustice will
crumble in the secular world.

Letter to the Editor

With
spring
comes
skin on
display
inally Upland weather has
F
started to turn for the better;
plants are reviving after another

bitter Indiana winter and people
are making the most of each
gorgeous sunny day. You can
see groups of girls rollerblading
by and boys playing football
(or some other macho sport)
without their shirts on, each
taking notice of the other.
It seems as though you could
ask for nothing more than for
God's children to be enjoying
His creation; yet something
creeps in and around the campus on these warm sunny days
that strikes at the heart of the
community we strive for at
Taylor: immodesty. This isn't
an unfamiliar topic for any of
you; it's a common topic among
Christians everywhere—especially colleges like Taylor—but
the issue here is not with familiarity but with application.
Walking around the loop I see
blankets and towels laid out for
sunbathing and studying. Yet
many girls show a lot more skin
than one would deem appropriate. In 1 Timothy, Paul instructs
us to treat women as sisters
with absolute purity; lust has
the ability to tempt me and
other brothers in Christ to break
this call to purity. As sisters in
Christ you can help us out by
dressing not just modestly, but
virtuously. Girls also need to be
accountable to one another.
Don't wear something that is
skimpy because someone else
is. Say something when you see
immodesty around the dorm.
Now don't think I'm singling
out girls with the immodesty
card—I'm not; guys are just as
responsible for immodest dress.
The Odyssey assignment book
outlines that men are allowed to
be shirtless in sunbathing areas
and during athletic activities.
The distinction between what is
and is not an athletic sport is
not important—our dress and
whether or not we are causing
sisters to stumble is the issue.
As men we need to be examples of humility and modest
dress, which means wearing a
shirt when it's blazing hot. Just
like women don't fully understand the depths of our struggles with lust, I'm sure we don't
understand theirs.
This is probably the millionth
article you've read about modesty, what to do about it, how
you should feel convicted to
change and so on, but I'm not
appealing to your feelings. We
are all called to control our
body in a way that is holy and
honorable (1 Thess. 4:3) and
believe it or not we can accomplish it with God.
By Simon Yeates

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor must
be received by 6 p.m. on
Wednesday and be 425
words or less in order to
be published in the coming
Friday’s issue. Letters
should include daytime
telephone and signature.
You can write us off-campus at: The Echo, Taylor
University, 236 W. Reade
Ave., Upland, IN 469891001. On-campus at: The
Echo, Rupp
Communications Building,
or via e-mail:
echo@tayloru.edu.
The opinions expressed in Letters
to the Editor do not necessarily
represent The Echo or its staff or
Taylor University.
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“Mystery is not the absence of meaning, but the presence of more meaning than we can comprehend.”
-Dennis Covington

Writer John Biguenet to speak at Taylor next week
BY TAYLOR BIRKEY
STAFF WRITER
What do Playboy, Esquire, and
Taylor University have in
common?
At the end of April, you may
be able to shake hands with the
man who is the answer. Author
John Biguenet, whose work

has appeared in Esquire,
Playboy, Story, and other publications, will visit Taylor from
April 29 through April 30.
IFC, the Center for Teaching
Excellence, and the TU
English department are sponsoring his visit. Biguenet will
go to literature and writing
classes, lead a discussion/read-

ing on faith and fiction, and
meet with faculty to discuss
the changing roles of the college professor.
The talented storyteller from
New Orleans, La., has published a collection of short stories called The Torturer's
Apprentice. Move over, Dr.
Seuss—some of Biguenet's

provoking stories dabble in torture, slavery, anti-Semitism,
stigmata, and plagues of toads.
Biguenet’s fiction deals
directly with the mysteries of
human nature.
“He takes challenges many
writers would avoid,” English
writing
professor
Thom
Satterlee said.

In the past Taylor has
hosted contemporary poets
Michael Harper, John Leax
and Scott Cairns and fiction
authors Elizabeth Cox and
Michael Curtis.
“We try to bring in contemporary writers so students can
experience a broad view
of voices,” Satterlee said.

Biguenet will visit Satterlee's
fiction writing class, where he
will give feedback on some of
the students’ work.
The students are looking forward to it.
"It will be interesting to hear
Biguenet give his own perspective on his stories," sophomore
English major Jared Bane said.

Sufjan Stevens
and Denison
Witmer to
perform in Union
Monday night
BY JARED CHEEK
STAFF WRITER
onday night Taylor's Integration of Faith and Culture
M
cabinet will sponsor a concert that is sparking interest on
campus and in the rest of central Indiana.

Photo courtesy of IMDB.com

Uma Thurman plays The Bride who’s still seeking revenge in Kill Bill Vol. 2. Tarantino’s latest epic is easily his best work since Pulp Fiction, playing
homage to old Westerns, and some 1960s and ‘70s action flicks. If you enjoyed Vol. 1 you’ll appreciate how this revenge saga ends.

‘Kill Bill Vol. 2’ pure
Quentin-fiction poetry
BY NEVILLE KISER
A&E EDITOR

I

f Kill Bill Vol. 1 was a
pop culture amalgamation with a blood-spattered
and speedy stylized kick to it,
then Kill Bill Vol. 2 is its poetic,
much slower, film twin.
In Quentin Tarantino’s second
installment Kill Bill Vol. 2, the film
picks up right where we left off. In
the second half of the story,
Tarantino delivers up everything
Vol. 1 fans have been anticipating.
We find out the battered Bride’s
real name, and see Bill (played
brilliantly by David Carradine) for
the first time in all his glory. The
revenge-is-best-when-it’s-servedcold theme quoted in Vol. 1 still
exists here, and what goes around
definitely does come around by
the film’s end, but there still
remain some differences between
the two.
Unlike Vol. 1, Vol. 2 pays tribute
to old Western, shoot-em’-upstyle flicks, where people give
soliloquy-like speeches just before
pulling the trigger. It makes the
characters’ heartless hunger for
revenge a bit more poetic and possibly even somewhat noble, yet

you still can’t help but laugh when
some serious stare-exchanges take
place between two people, who
you know are eventually going to
try and kill one another.
In Vol. 1 the scenes were run
together like a trippy art house
independent film. But in Vol. 2,
Tarantino takes his time with each
scene, allowing so many pauses
between lines it’s as if he’s
screaming at the audience, “This
is a movie! This is only a movie!”
Thankfully, the movie knows it’s
just a movie too, which often provokes smirk-splitting laughs.
In one scene, The Bride (Uma
Thurman) and Elle (Daryl
Hannah) are fighting in a rundown and dusty trailer in the middle of a desert outside of El Paso,
Texas. After each one has been
wounded to a bloody pulp, the
scene pauses to give both women
a chance to reveal even more hidden secrets from their past. As it
progresses, I couldn’t help finding
it amusing that this kind of scene
never plays out like this in real
life (not like I would know anyway). Two violently ambitious
assassins who have the decency
to hear one another out is just
another way Tarantino lets us

know this is all just a big act—for
mere fun perhaps.
Like in Pulp Fiction, Kill Bill
Vol. 2 has plenty of dialogue conversations that would rarely be
found in anything but a Tarantino
film. From the breakdown definition of a Black Mambo snake to
the mythological interpretations
behind the comic book character
Superman, Vol. 2 takes the script
to odd, yet thoroughly engrossing places and allows the audience to sit back, relax and soak
up the show.
Sometimes, this means torturing
us with masochist-like tactics,
which is one thing Vol. 2 seems to
be going for. In one showdown
scene, The Bride spits a disgusting
slew of gunk onto Elle’s face.
Immediately, my friend sitting
next to me in the theater gasped,
“Gross!” As if the timing couldn’t
be more perfect, Elle wipes her
face, with eyes bugged out saying, “Grooooooossss!” That’s
when you can tell a director has
done his homework.
Maybe that’s why Vol. 2 seems
to be an almost ingenious work of
art. We start the film already
familiar with the characters but
here, we get to know them

Tarantino-style. As more and
more of the story unfolds, the
pieces slowly fall into place until
the end comes and everything
seems just a little bit better off. In
looking at both films as one complete story it’s fascinating to see
how a mysterious, highly stylized first volume evolves into
such an emotional, and deeply
profound second.
Although many critics and audiences have criticized the film as
somewhat anti-climactic in its
final fight between Bill and The
Bride, I’d have to disagree. It only
shows us that getting to this end
scene was not the point of the film.
Is getting to the end of any story
ever the point?
The point seems to lie on the
road the audience takes with the
film and its unveiling of the story.
Getting there is not half the fun,
it’s just about all of it: which is
why Kill Bill Vol. 2 may be purely
an escapist-movie lover’s dream,
but it’s still a dream indeed.

NEVILLICIOUS’
GRADE:

A

***Rated R for violence, gore, language, and some disturbing scenes.

Singer and songwriters Sufjan Stevens and Denison Witmer
will perform live in the Student Union (a.k.a. the cosmic onion
from outer space) at 8:15 p.m. Witmer, a Taylor favorite who has
played here the past two years, continues to write honest, heartfelt, catchy songs that are almost impossible not to fall in love
with. His distinctive voice is continuing to be heard by a much
wider audience as he's embarking on a European tour next
month. Rolling Stone magazine called Witmer an "abundant talent" and this is evident to critics and fans alike.
Stevens, whom you may or may not have heard of, is quickly
becoming one of the most talked about artists in music today. A
skilled multi-instrumentalist, proficient lyricist, and talented
producer, Stevens has humbly earned a tremendous amount of
acclamation for his 2003 album Greetings from Michigan: The
Great Lake State. The first of 50 albums that Stevens plans to
write about each state, Michigan’s jazzy pop-folk mingles joy
and sorrow into a subtle beauty that makes you want to sit in
contemplative introspection one moment and jump up and dance
the next. From NPR to InStyle magazine, it seems everyone who
discovers Stevens' music is captivated by it.
Instead of idly riding on the success of previous achievements,
Stevens continues to exercise his creativity and has recently
released a fourth album, Seven Swans. Produced by Daniel
Smith of Danielson Famile fame, Seven Swans shows Stevens
using less complex musical arrangements than Michigan and
more acoustic instruments. Hovering over the beautiful strumming and picking of banjo and guitar, the lyrics of Seven Swans
are unashamedly "Christian" and retell biblical stories and truths
in honest worship. His hallelujahs do not seem forced onto the
record to appeal to a certain audience, but rather show sincere
exuberance and joyful love for his Savior.
“At times Sufjan stands alone on the stage singing and playing quietly with a banjo, and what you hear and see and feel is
pure power,” producer Smith said. “Minds and hearts are
changed.”
Stevens and Witmer's creativity and excellence is a refreshing
reminder of the greatness of God's blessings, and how beautiful
it is when we choose to use our gifts and realize our potential to
glorify Him. Rather than writing trite songs about inconsequential matters, both musicians convey truth with intelligence and
relevance. Thankfully, they're largely involved in the secular
music world and aren’t hiding in a Christian subculture. They’re
out there helping to refute the idea that Christian artists are unoriginal and that their work is aesthetically inferior. They realize
God doesn’t always need a singer to proclaim the Gospel in
every song in order for Him to reveal himself to the listener.
In addition to the lyrical content of their work, Stevens and
Witmer simply write really good songs. The songs have a
knack for creating melodies that resound within the listener's
ears and hearts. They are what you want to hear in the background during your favorite part of a movie, and what you want
to fall asleep to at night. They make you want to get out of bed
in the morning. They're songs that will make you cry and make
you smile.
This is not just another concert in the union, but rather an
unforgettable experience that you won't regret being a part of.
There will be on Monday raffle prizes, free snacks, and friendly faces, but also, there will be a simple, honest performance
from some of the best musicians making music today.
Admission is $3 for students and $5 for the general public.

SENIOR ART EXHIBITS:
Photo Collection
Jessica Miles — “Grapefruit” is the title of this mixedmedia piece from her show “Still Impressions,” which was
on display in Modelle through April 20.

Marisa Rose Gratson — “A Tree’s Death” is the title of this
mixed-media piece from her show “Deliberate Growth,” which
was on display in Modelle through April 20.

Photo courtesy of sufjanstevens.com
All photos by Matt Wissman

A&E

With a crowd of back-up musicians behind him, Sufjan Stevens pays
tribute to the state of Michigan. Stevens will perform with Denison
Witmer at 8:15 p.m. this Monday in the Union.
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Softball team continues hot streak; wins three of four
Mary’s battled through four
scoreless innings, but then
Taylor opened the flood gates,
scoring four runs in the fifth.
Kanitz,
Brandy
The Taylor softball team con- Brooke
tinued its hot play this week, Thornburgh, Lydia Harris and
sweeping St. Mary’s of the Amy Richardson each drove in
Woods on Saturday and split- runs in the inning.
In the sixth, Shedd drove in
ting a double-header with
Kat Hunt with a triple to give
Huntington on Thursday.
the Lady Trojans a
In Saturday’s doucomfortable 5-0 lead.
ble-header, the Lady
8, 5
St. Mary’s picked up
Trojans (10-15, 6-5 Taylor
MCC) beat the 26-6 Huntington 0, 7 its only run of the game
on a walk.
St. Mary’s Pomeroys Next game:
On Thursday, Taylor
3-0 and 5-1.
tomorrow vs.
In the first game, Marian, double- battled Mid-Central
Conference
foe
Taylor took a 1-0 lead
Huntington amidst cold
in the second inning header begins
and rainy conditions.
on a Sarah Shedd RBI at 1 p.m.
Taylor won the first
and followed up with
another run in the third on an game 8-0 but dropped the secEmily Pensinger hit. In the ond 7-5.
In the opener, Taylor got the
sixth inning, Sarah Sarracino
provided herself an insurance scoring started early with four
run, and picked up the three- runs in the second inning and
never looked back.
hit shutout.
The Lady Trojans scored four
In game two, Taylor and St.

BY JUSTIN POTTS
SPORTS EDITOR

Photo by Matt Wissman

Second baseman Kat Hunt looks to turn a double play. The
softball team has now won nine of its last 11 games.

Trojan baseball
looks forward
to weekend
match-up with
rival Indiana
Wesleyan

more and Sarracino held the
Lady Forresters to just one hit,
and the game ended in
five innings.
Kanitz led the offensive
onslaught, going 4-for-4, as the
team pounded out 12 hits for
the game.
In game two, Taylor took a
2-0 lead in the second inning,
but Huntington took a 3-2 lead.
The game went back-and-forth
with Huntington grabbing a 7-5
lead in the sixth.
In the top of the seventh,
Taylor had runners on first and
second with two outs, but the
pitcher fielded a ground ball
and ended the game.
Kanitz had a hot bat once
again, going 2-for-4, while
Abby Butler went 2-for-3.
Taylor hosts a double-header against Marian tomorrow,
starting at 1 p.m. Only the first
game will count for the conference standings. Marian won the
first meeting this season 2-0.

This week’s schedule
Tomorrow
vs.
Marian College

1 p.m.
Tuesday
vs.
Purdue-North Central

3 p.m.
Thursday
vs.
Grace College

3 p.m.

No place like home

BY JONATHAN BRINKS
STAFF WRITER
As the weather is getting warmer, so is the Trojan
baseball team. Riding an 8-and-1 streak, the team
(15-20, 8-8 MCC) is focused on the remaining
week and a half of crucial competition.
The remaining 12 games are extremely important as Taylor is in a race with Huntington and
Goshen for third place in the highly competitive
Mid-Central Conference, and ultimately, a spot in
the regional playoffs.
After a rainout yesterday, the team was forced
to move its double header with Indiana Wesleyan
to today. Taylor also has games with Huntington,
Goshen and Marian remainSpring Arbor 10 ing on the schedule. The
Taylor
2 team’s fate rests in its own
hands, as it is in a tie with
Next game:
Goshen and Huntington for
tomorrow vs.
third in the conference, close
Indiana
behind Marian. A strong
Wesleyan,
effort could land them a second or third place finish.
double-header
This past week, Taylor took
begins at 1 p.m.
two of three games, winning
two over St. Francis on
Saturday, but falling to Spring Arbor on Tuesday.
On Saturday, bombs were dropping in Upland as
Tad Litwiller, Trent Mast, Cory Neuenschwander,
and Geoff Kerns all contributed home runs.
Taylor got out to a quick start in the first game as
they surged ahead to a 4-0 lead in the first. St.
Francis fought back with a solo home run in the
third, two runs in the fourth and a three-run sixth,
but the Trojans hung on for a 7-6 victory.
The second game was a little less nerve wracking as Taylor's offense came out in full force and
gave the team a 17-2 win to sweep the series.
Taylor scored two in the first inning and exploded for 12 in the second and three in the third.
Corey Neuenschwander and Kerns each hit
three-run home runs. Sophomore pitcher Luke
Baeslack picked up the win.
The team lost a non-conference game to Spring
Arbor on Tuesday, a game in which timing was
the issue.
"We didn't get hits at the right time,” Baeslack
said. He also cited too many stranded runners as
the reason for the 10-2 fall to the Cougars.
Matt Wiseman and Matt Alspaugh had two hits
apiece in the losing effort.
This weekend, Taylor hopes to sweep crosscounty rival IWU and make regionals. Wiseman,
a former member of the IWU baseball team, is
especially focused on beating IWU.
"For me, it's personal," Wiseman said.
The team is confident as it begins its battle for
regionals tomorrow afternoon. The double-header begins at 1 p.m.

Photo by Matt Wissman

Photo by Matt Wissman

Taylor sophomore Andy Long takes first place in the long
jump with a jump of 21’3”. He was also part of the first
place 4x400-meter relay team.

Drew Tipton awaits the handoff from Linnea Edstrom in Saturday’s meet. The
women’s team took third place with a score of 131. Indiana Wesleyan won the meet
with 214.5 points, while St. Joseph’s finished second with 152.

Taylor track & field cruises in home meet
BY MICHAEL KRONE
STAFF WRITER

It's turning out to be another great season for
the track and field Trojans, and coach Ted
Bowers’ team doesn't seem to be slowing down
anytime soon. In his second year as head coach,
Bowers has geared the team for Nationals.
Several strong individual finishes by the
men’s squad are receiving NAIA recognition.
The women's squad is working hard and is
competing with ardent speed and agility as
well. Many new freshman have helped lead
these teams to successful seasons.
One of the main things that keeps the team
going strong is its ability to work together so
well.
“We just have a really great group of guys
that compliment each other real well,” long distance runner Lance Vanderberg said.
Vanderberg qualified for Nationals by running
a personal best of 3:57.02 in the 1500.
There have been several injuries on team but
a strong freshman front has kept the season
going strong. The men’s team placed in the top
three in four of five meets so far this year,
including a first place win in the Taylor invite
on Saturday. Taylor finished with an overall
score of 172.5, 41.5 points ahead of second
place St. Joseph’s.
This score was supported by outstanding performances by the distance runners and field
performances. DJ Jergensen won the triple
jump with a distance of 43’ 6” and Andy Long
won the the long jump with a distance of 21’
3”. Also winning was the relay team consisting
of Long, Nate Porcher, Matt Docter and Bryan
Jackson with a time of 3:19.72.

“Right now we're hot and if we can continue to
have this craving for wins nobody can stop us,”
sophomore Andrew Brooks said.
The women’s team has also been performing
at a competitive level against bigger schools. It
has placed in the top 10 in all its meets this year,
with its best finish being a third place finish at
last weekend’s Taylor Invite.
Leading the girls was Jennifer Kamps who
broke the school 1500 record over the weekend.

Drew Tipton won the triple jump with a distance of 34’9” and took second in the long jump.
Amy Fowler took the javelin with a throw of
108’8”.
Second place finishes were Katie Spencer in
the 5000, the 4x800 team of Kamps, Carolyn
Betteridge, Kari Olson and Lolly York, and the
4x100 team of Tipton, Kirsten Thompson,
Linnea Edstrom and Mary Obaka. Obaka took
third in the 200-meter dash and fourth in the 100.

Photo by Matt Wissman

Freshman Brandon House clears the bar in the high jump competition. House won the event
with a jump of 6’4” for the first place finishing Taylor Trojans.

Lacrosse club takes a pair in
Michigan, hosts two tomorrow
BY JUSTIN POTTS
SPORTS EDITOR

Photo by Matt Wissman

Sophomore middie Jason Krueger makes a pass around a
defender. Taylor won two games last weekend in Michigan,
upping its record to 8-3 with two regluar season games left.

Sports

The Taylor lacrosse club traveled to Michigan last weekend
for a pair of conference games
and came away with two wins.
Taylor (8-3, 3-2 CCLA) dominated the University of
Michigan-Dearborn in Friday
night’s game 16-2.
The team got off to a slow
start in the first quarter, playing
without leading scorer Nate
Bates, but cruised the rest of

the way to pick up the victory.
Tim Henderson and Erik
Heavey led the scoring
onslaught with three goals
apiece. Steve Green and Ryan
Johnson each had two, while
Jason Krueger, Joel Mostad,
Justin Potts, John Jewitt and
Nate Shultz all had one.
Potts and Andrew Hauser
each picked up three assists,
while Johnson and Krueger had
two apiece and Jewitt had one.
On Saturday, Taylor beat a
desperate Ferris State team 13-

9 on an 85-degree day.
Taylor jumped out to an early
7-2 lead, but allowed Ferris to
bring it within 10-9 in the
fourth quarter. Three unanswered goals finished the game
for the Trojans.
Bates led with five goals,
while Phil Daubenmire had 21
saves in goal.
Tomorrow Taylor hosts Holy
Cross at 10 a.m. and Grand
Valley State at 2 p.m. A win
over GVSU would give Taylor
second place in the conference.

Taylor students,
faculty and alumni:
Do you play golf?
Interested in a Taylor
golf scramble?
Well you’re in luck!

The Inaugural
Taylor Open Golf
Scramble
Details coming soon...
Brought to you by Taylor lacrosse

